J 


PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


2.  LOCATION 


1.  DATE 


6 March  1963 


Southern  California 


4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 


3.  OATE-TIME  CROUP 


□ Gfouncl- Vf 


□ GroimcJ^Rod'dir 


□ Air*|rtt«rc«pt  Roxidf' 


SOURCE 


S-  PHOTOS 


B.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 


1.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 


IK  COMMENTS 


lugu  made  high  alti- 
tude shot  w/metallic  parachute 
to  230,000ft*  Parachute  w/pach- 
age  drifted  to  SW  132  NM  fm 
release  point.  This  ob.j  over 
southern  California  at  the  tim 
Consider  motion  to  West  in 
error  & evaluate  case  as  met- 
allic parachute*  Info  received 
fm  Pt  Mugu  Range  Officer,  Lt 
Apley,  LA  Air  Defense  sector 
had  been  notified  of  shot  sine 
package  contained  chaff  releas 


BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING  | 

1,  Sliver  obj  observed  fm  F-101*s  at  1 
50,000  ft,  Obj  above  at  80  dgr  elevati 
ii)dgr  off  port.  Sighting  between  Ventu 
ii  Santa  Barbara,  In  sight  5-10  mins,  1 
made  turn  & lost  sight  of  obj,  Estimaci 
obj  CO  be  at  100,000  ft  going  500  knot! 

2.  Bright  light  resembling  star,  white 

with  out  feature,  no  contrail  or  exhau; 

High  against  clear  blue  sky.  Object  30 

dgr  above  horizon.  Disappeared  instan-^ 

taneously  to  East  like  lightbulb  going 

put.  Reported  fm  Santa  Barbara,  Vandeu 
burg,  Oxnard  area. All  sightings  air  vi 
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UFO  INCIDENT 
6 March  1963 


Summary:  (1)  Silver  object  observed  from  F-lOl's  at  50,000  feet. 

Object  above  at  80  degree  elevation  10  degrees  off  port.  Sight- 
ing betveen  Ventura  and  Santa  Barbara.  In  sight  5-10  minutes. 
F-101*s  made  turn  and  lost  sight  of  object.  Estimated  object  to 
be  at  100,000  feet  going  300  knots.  . (2)  Bright  light  resembling 
star,  white  with  out  feature,  no  contrail  or  exhaust.  High  against 
clear  blue  sky.  Object  30  degrees  above  horizon.  Disappeared 
instantaneously  to  East  like  lightbulb  going  out.  Reported  from 
Santa  Barbara,  Vandenburg,  Oxnard  area.  All  sightings  air  visual. 


Command  Post 
NORAD.  2734/2378 


T-33  pilot  between  Vandenburg  and  Fresno,  California.  Vandenburg 
requested  control  of  F-101*s  from  NORAD.  F-lOl's  directed  toward 
UFO.  Both  aircraft  sighted  object  approaching  head  on.  F-lOl's 
made  180  degree  turn  and  lost  object.  Object  estimated  to  be 
traveling  at  500  knots  at  100,000  feet,  F-lOl's  at  45,000  feet. 


Reference:  Col  Fredricks,  Intelligence 

Col  John  Peck,  Operations 


oint  Mugu  gave  following  names 
at  Boulder  AFB.  Colorado 


Training  crews  in  balloon  launch  from  off  coast.  By  Raven  Industry 


Sea  Space  Systems  (code  805-486-8331)  Rawinsonde  balloon  launched 
at  527  on  6 March  to  70,000  feet  and  burst  after  one  hour  at  0637. 
Wind  was  from  WNW  toward  Los  Angeles,  weather  was  clear. 


Pt  Mugu  Naval  Base  (area  code  305/486-8331)  range  7358.  Released 
high-altitude-chaff-drop  balloon  with  metallic  parachute  on  6 March 
at  1047Z.  132  nautical  miles  S£  230,000  altitude  with  slight  wind 

carry.  Dropped  chaff,  Lt  Apley,  Range  Officer,  Los  Angeles  Air 
Defense  (NORAD,  28th  Air  Defense.  Time  in  air  1747Z  to  1845Z. 


Comments:  Pt  Mugu  made  high  altitude  shot  with  metallic  parachute 

to  230,000  ft.  Parachute  with  package  drifted  to  SW  132  nautical 
miles  from  release  point.  This  object  over  southern  California  at 
the  time.  Consider  motion  to  West  in  error  and  evaluate  case  as 
metallic  parachute.  Information  reeeived  from  Pt  Mugu  Range  Officer, 
Lt  Apley,  Los  Angeles  Air  Defense  sector  had  been  notified  of  shot 
since  package  contained  chaff  release.  One  at  60,000  feet  and  at 
230.000  feet. 


Approval  numbers  02 


78  (Pt  Mugu) , and  93  (Lt  Apley) 


t 


I 


I 


I ' 

1 


Ip- 


THE  FOLLO’iJING  -UFOB  IS  SUBMITTED  lAU  AFR  200-2  IN  FORMAT  OF 
PARAGRAPH  lA:  Al.  UNDERTERMINED.  A2,  PEA  A3,  SILVER  AA.  ONE  A5. 
HONE  AS,  NONE  A7, 

HONE  AS.  NONE  A9.  NONE  Bl,  VANDENBERG  AFB  T-33  5S672  CALLED 
ATTENTION  TO  IT.  B2,  80  DEGREES  ELEVATION  UP  10  DEGREES  AZIMUTH 
PORT  B3.  APPROXIMATELY  THE  SAME  AS  B2  BA.  APPEARED  AS  FAST 
MOVING  FROM  EAST  TO  WEST  B5,  AIRCREW  LOOKED  AWAY  AMD  WHEN  THEY 
LOOKED  BACK  IT  WAS  GONE  BS,  5 TO  10  MINUTES  Cl.  AIR  VISUAL 
C2.  NONE  C3.  F-101F  570A28  50,000  FEET  VARIED  HEADING,  .8  TO 
1.5  MACH,  OXNARD  AFB  CALIF.  Dl,  S MARCH  S3  1330Z  D2.  DAY 


March,  1963,  Case  5j  Length  of  ohservation  is  In  error;  it  vas  observed 

ceptors  °°  photos  were  taken  by  inter- 

ceptors. The  committee  agrees  with  the  classification,  however. 
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El,  BETWEEN  VENTURA  AND  SANTA  BARBARA,  CALIF.  10  - 20  MILES  INLAND 
AT  FIRST  SIGHTING.  FI.  N/A  F2.  ELMER  R.  EHRLICH,  CAPT  AND  LOUIS 

J E.  VAUGHT,  CAPT,  ii37FIS,  OXNARD  AFB,  CALIF.  - EXCELLENT  - BOTM  PILOTS 

1 : 

I CONCUR  WITH  THIS  STATEMENT.  Gl.  BAY  VFR  G2.  SOUTHEAST  AT  11 


320  AT  12  2S0  AT  30  L/V  290  AT  55  290  AT  65  280  AT  60  230  AT 
35  G 3.  CLEAR  G4.  10  PLUS  G5.  SCATTERED  G6.  NOME  G7.  N/A 
H,  NOME  I.  WENT  TO  50,000  FEET  AT  V MAX*  J,  ONE  T-33  AND  THREE 
F101B’S  IN  THE  OXNARD  LOCAL  AREA  K.  PILOT  - INTELLIGENCE  OFFICER 
COULD  POSSIBLY  BE  WEATHER  BALLOON  FROM  LOS  ANGELES  OR  VANDENBERG 
LAUNCHED  AT  1300Z  DAILY.  BALLOON  GIVES  WEATHER  DATA  TO  AT  LEAST 
60,000  FEET.  L.  NOME.  SUBMITTED  BY  ROBERT  I.  BUSH,  1/LT.,  6 MARCH 
63,  2330Z,  414FTRGP,  OXNARD  AFB,  CALIF. 
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P 070100Z  ZEX 

FM  414FTRGP  OXNARD  AFB  CALIF 


TO  RUCDSQ/AFSCW  FTD  WRIGHT  PATTERSON  AFB  OHIO 
RUEAHQ/HQ  USAF  AFCIN  WASH  DC 
RUEAHQ/SECRETARY  .OF  THE  AIR  FORCE  WASH  DC 
ijuWHFK/VAHDENBERGNAFB  CALIF 
ET  . 

m^LAS/AlAODC  1460C*  .TO  BE  DELIVERED  DURING  NORMAL  DUTY  HOURS, 
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r -7 


luR 


P ^722272 


.«  my  f 


Pi'Pi{3S2ASG  VA£;l.Lt.E£ii 


CALIfi 


lu  iiCC'GAL/AijC  a.T  AFB  COLO 


RUy;;52/2bTh  Au  ADC  HAMILTON  AFE  CALIF 

RU CD 3a /AFSC  FCRZIGi;  TZCHNOLOGY  DIV  WPAFE  OHIO 

RUZA ha/HQ  USAF  'JASH  DC 

RUZAH/SZCRZTARV  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE  WASH  DC 

i;:fc  rucsek/sac 

RUVRCE/LAABS  liORTCR  AFE  CALIF 
ZirviSTRATAB  VAFE  CALIF 


UHCLAS  BDCO  22327,  UFO  FOR  USAF,  AFCIKj  SEC  AF  (SAFOI);  SAC,  DOCO; 
LAALS,“TTfN!n:6L  LOtlG,  THE  FOLLOUING  IKFORMATIOt!  IS  SUBMITTED  IN 
ACCOHBAKCE  UITK  AFR  22il-2.  DESCRIPTION:  THE  £}:ACT  SKUPE  OF  THE  OBJECT 
COULD  NOT  BE  DETECTED  BY  THE  OBSERVING  PILOTS;  BOTH  DESCRIBED  IT  AS 

A BRIGHT  LIGHT  WHICH  RESEMBLED  A FIRST  MAGNITUDE  STAR.  ITS  SIZE  WAS 

1 

RZ7Z?.7.ZB  TC  AS  LARGER  THAN  A PIN- HEAD  AND  SMALLER  THAT  A PEA.  COLOR 
WAS  „^3CLizED  AS  A STAR  TYPR  WHITE.  ON  OBJECT  WITH  NO  DI3CERNABLE 


f i.  ^ 


CON  TRAIL  OR  EXHAUST.  NO  SAUND  HEARD,  COURSE  OF  OBJECT 


FILETS  WERi  CLIMLING  AFTER  TAKE  OFF  AND  COMMENIED  ON  Tl^C  CON  T.iAILS 


HUH  AGAINST  CLEAR  BLUE  SKY  LEFT  BY  TWO  FlGNTEu  AlnCFtAFT.  Tii 


* 
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OBJECT  WAS  FIRST  OBSERVED  AS  BELOW  THE  CON  TRAILS  WELL  TO  THE  REAR 
OF  THE  TWO  AIRCRAFT.  ALTITUDE  OF  OBSERVATION  15  THOUSAND  FEET  IN  THE 
SANTA  BARBARA,  EACICTA  AREA  AT  AN  ELEVATION  OF  APPROZIMATELY  33 
DEGREES  ABOVE  THE  HORIZON.  THE  OBJECT  APPEARED  TO  MOVE  FROM  THE 
SANTA  BARBARA  AREA  TO  VANDENEERG  AF2  AREA  TO  LOS  ANGELES  AP£A  AND  TO 

Ai;-A.  GEl.EiiALLY  liS  uEGREES  WEST  TO  DEGREES,  53  MINUTES 
J-ST,  degrees  Mil.  TO  34  j::.GREES  45  MIN  l;CRTH.  THE  FLIGHT  PAT.i 
07  Tr.E  CLJECT  J/iS  VERIED  IN  THE  t^ENEivAL  AREA  DESCRIBED.  TnE  OBJECT 
jIS.ArPEARED  INSTAi.ThNECLSLY  TO  TKE  EAST,  LESCRXLED  BY  THE  PILuT  AS  LIKE 
A LIGHT  BULB  WAS  TURNED  OFF.  VISUAL  CONTACT  Wlli;  THE  OBJECT  LASTED 


.APPRC:  IMATELY  ON 


l:  ^ j 

j I,  o 


R AND  12  NINUTES.  MANNER  OF  AB3ERVATI0N:  VISUAL 


AIR  SIGilTING  BY  T.;'C  T-33  PILCT-T,  OBSERVED  FRCN  FIFTEEN  Tj^OUSAND  TO 


70RTV  (40)  TK0U3ANE  FEET.  At;  FlCl  AIRCRAFT  FRC*'*  ONNARD  AT 3 ALG 


si:::ted  the  object  r?.c::  an  altitude  cf  sinty  thousand  feet,  no 

optical  aids  were  used  BY  T-33  PILOTS.  SPEED  CF  T-33,  5SS  KNOTS  TRUE. 
TIN.E  AND  DATE  OF  SIGHTING;  173S  ZULU  CONTINUOUS  TO  1S43  ZULU  5 MAR 
63,  DAY.  OBSERVERS,  MI PITARY,  JOHN  M.  LUND,  CAPTAIN  576TH 
STRATEGIC  MISSILE  SQUADRON,  ISTRATAD,  LAUNCH  CONTROL  OFFICE?., 
CCNSIDERED  STABLE  AND  RELIAELEM  MORGAN  W.  SANEO.RIJ,  CAPTAIN,  65S5 
AE.RC3FA CE  TEST  WING,  AFSC,  VAMDENBERG  AFE,  CALIFORNIA.  PREVIOUS 
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FIGHTER  INTEP.CE 

PTOR  PILOT,  CONSIDERED  A 

GOOD  PILOT 

AND 

ALSO  RELIAEL 

WEATHER  AND  WINDS:  OBSERVER  WEATHER  ACCOUNTED  AS  CLEAR. 

VANDENDERG 

AFE  AIR  WEATHER 

SERVICE  RECORDS  INDICATE 

HIGH  THIN 

SCATTERED  CIRRUS 

ON  TENTH, 

ip 

WIND /TEMP  VBG 

S 

GVO 

SBA 

SURFACE 

SOUTHWEST  2/59 

SOUTHEAST  13/54 

10  THOUSAND 

2S0/33/MINUS  7 DEGREES 

SAME 

SAME 

15  THOUSAND 

2S0/29/MINUS  15  DEGREES 

SAME 

SAME 

2^-  THOUSAND 

2SS/54/MINUS  25  1/2  DEGREES  SAME 

SAME 

TnCLSAND 

2£0/7^/MlNUS  A6  DEGREES 

SAME 

SAME 

^ ^ 1 1 1 wu  ^ 

’-L  li  ‘ " 

^ n 1 1 ^ 

SAME 

^ ■»»  • 4 ™ 

i ii\jU  .u 

SAME 

3 A 'AZ 

1 \ fi.  ^ - 

^ itl 

25i./57/i..G  TEMPERA  i Li'vE  nZ 

C ORDED 

- L ' ^ ^ 

^ y ^ 
O i~ki  * 

•:C  OTHER  uH'JSUAL  ACTIVITY  KKCWH  WHICH  MIGHT  ACCGOaT  FOR  Tn£  SlGHTIiiG* 
INTERCEPTION  ACTION  TAKEN  AS  STATED.  NO  PHOTOGRAPHS  TAKEN.  REPORT 
PREPARED  EY  ASSISTANT  DEPUTY  COMMANDER  FOR  OPERATIONS.  A3S2D 
AEROSPACE  SUPPORT  GROUP,  VANDEr!EERG  AFE,  CALIF.  THE  REPORTING  OFFICER 
CANNOT  OFFER  AN  EXPLANATION  FOR  THE  SIGHTING.  IT  IS  3IVNIFICANT  THAT 


THE  WIND  SPEED  AND  TEMPERATURE  VARIANCE  AT  S2  THOUSAND  FOOT  LEVEL 


COULD  EE  A FACTOR  IN  THIS  INCIDENT.  THE  WINDS  ALL  ARE  GENERALLY  FROM 
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TK£  U£ST£RLY  DIR£CTIOiN,  WHlCii  WOULD  PREVENT  A FREE  BALLOON  FRO:i 


:'tOVII.G  EAST  TO  WEST  AS  IN  THIS  CASE.  TAPE  RECOitDING  OF  PILOT 
CONVERSATION  UITE  VAKDENEERG  TOWER  IS  BEING  SENT  TO  LAADS  NORTON  AFE 
WITH  T-33  PILOTS  STATEMENTS. 

ET 


Di'V’./ry 


V 


Lamtjert  Conformal  Conic  Projection 
Standard  Parallels  33  arid  45  Scale  1 -1,000,000 
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